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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

N.  HAY  BOLTON,  m.d.,  ch.b.,  d.t.m.  &  h.,  f.r.c.s.  (Edin.). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Sanitary  Surveyor : 

G.  F.  J.  HOPKINS,  A.R.  SAN.  I.,  CERT.  S.I.B. 
(Resigned  8th  January,  1949) 

H.  C.  COLDRICK,  m.s.i.a.,  cert,  s.i.b. 
(Commenced  Duties — 2nd  May,  1949) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

W.  C.  E.  KEUTENIUS,  m.s.i.a.,  cert,  s.i.b. 

Cleansing  Officer : 

A.  J.  WELLER. 

Housing  hispector : 

R.  SOUTER. 

Clerks : 

R.  M.  CRIPPS  (H.M.  Forces— 7th  October,  1948) 

D.  R.  L.  GROZIER  (H.M.  Forces — 18th  November,  1948) 

J.  T.  AUSTIN  (Commenced  Duties — 19th  April,  1948) 

(Mrs.)  A.  L.  BEBINGTON. 

(Appointed  in  temporary  capacity — 6th  December,  1948) 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malting  Rural 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  area  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  1947,  as 
indicated  in  Circular  3/49  dated  17th  January,  1949. 

The  figure  of  34,060,  being  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
population  for  the  district  at  the  end  of  1948,  was  an  increase 
upon  his  estimate  for  the  previous  year  of  1,100, 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  191  and  so 
the  larger  part  of  the  increased  population  apparently  derived  from 
migration  into  the  district.  More  and  more  persons  are  finding 
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the  salubrious  atmosphere  of  this  Rural  District  to  their  liking 
and  are  no  doubt  also  attracted  by  the  employment  offered  by  the 
numerous  thriving  industries  in  the  area. 

The  Housing  Index,  i.e.  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
occupied  dwelling  at  3.59  is  but  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous 
year’s  figure  of  3.56  thus  showing  that  the  increase  of  population 
during  the  year  has  not  had  any  serious  effect  upon  crowded  con¬ 
ditions  of  housing,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  evident  that  the 
building  of  new  houses  is  as  yet  only  keeping  pace  with  this 
migratory  population  and  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  it  is 
possible  to  deal  with  unfit  houses  by  demolition  and  provision  of 
a  new  house. 

The  Death  Rate  at  12.36  compares  with  12.40  for  the  year  1947 

-a  negligible  change  and  in  this  connection  the  Table  of  Causes 
of  Death  lists  Heart  Disease  and  Cancer  as  numerically  the  chief 
causes.  The  Birth  Rate  decreased  rather  considerably  for  the 
year,  being  17.97,  whereas  for  1947  the  figure  was  22.69.  The 
Infant  Death  Rate  was  lower  than  for  the  previous  year  and  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  20  deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 
of  age,  none  of  these  were  amongst  Illegitimate  children,  which 
reflects  favourably  upon  the  Welfare  arrangements  for  such.  It  is 
also  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal 
or  other  Maternal  Causes. 

No  notification  was  received  or  any  death  recorded  from  Diph¬ 
theria  during  the  year. 

Generally  the  district  compared  favourably  with  the  Country  as 
a  whole  in  the  Infectious  Disease  notification  and  Death  Rates, 
with  the  exception  of  notification  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  of 
which  218  were  received  which  compared  with  52  for  1947.  The 
incidence  of  Measles  was  also  greater  with  254  notifications  as 
against  184  for  the  previous  year,  but  no  increase  in  mortality 
from  either  of  these  causes  was  recorded. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Water  Supply,  and  Supervision  of  Food 
Supplies,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  Cleansing  Officer,  reports 
separately  on  these  matters,  as  in  previous  years. 
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SECTION  A. 

Area  of  District  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,655 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  34,060 

Average  density  of  persons  per  acre  ...  ...  0.75 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1948)  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rate  Books — computed  ...  ...  9,480 

Average  density  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  1  per  4.8  acres 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  inhabited  3.59 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  31/12/48) .  £191,251 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (as  at  31/3/48)  £789 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

286 

289 

575 

Illegitimate 

20 

17 

37 

Total  Live  Births 

306 

306 

612 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident 

population 

... 

... 

17.97 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

10 

6 

16 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  Still  Births 

11 

6 

17 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births 

27.03 

Deaths — 

Total  (Male  233.  Female  188) 

•  •  • 

421 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

12.36 

Deaths)  from  puerperal 

causes — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

•  .  .  •  .  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

... 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births 

0.00 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age — 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age 

...  ... 

•  •  . 

20 

Rate — All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

32.68 

Legitimate  infants — 

per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

... 

35.71 

Illegitimate  infants — 

per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

... 

0.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages 

...  ... 

•  •  • 

83 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  ... 

... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  5 
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Comparative  Table  showing-  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 


Year 

per  1000  estimated  resident 
population 

per  1000  total 
live  &  still  births 

per  1000  live 
births 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Death  rate  of 

Death  Rate 

Still  Birth  Rate 

infants  under  1 
year  of  age 

1944 

19.8 

13.11 

23.5 

47.42 

1945 

17.56 

12.07 

32.31 

39.49 

1946 

22.95 

11.57 

23.81 

27.10 

1947 

22.69 

12.40 

24.77 

37.43 

1948 

17.97 

12.36 

27.03 

32.68 

England 

& 

Wales  1948 

17.9  * 

10.8  * 

34.0  f 

1 

*  Rates  per  1,000  total  population, 
f  Per  1,000  related  births. 
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six  1  ION  B. 

Public  Health  Staff.  Details  of  the  Public  Health  Staff 
set  out  at  the  beginning-  of  the  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  The  arrangements  recorded  in  the 
Report  for  1947,  whereby  all  pathological  specimens  together  with 
samples  for  analysis  are  submitted  to  the  County  Pathologist  or 
the  Public  Analyst  at  County  Hall,  Maidstone,  according  to  the 
examination  required,  remained  in  force  during  1948  and  proved 
to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  The  ambulance  facilities  within  the  area 
as  recorded  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  remained  in  force  up 
to  5th  July,  1948,  when  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  this  service  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Kent  County  Council. 

Nursing!  in  the  Home.  The  various  village  associations  con¬ 
tinued  to  carry  out  their  good  work  in  this  direction.  As  from 
5th  July,  1948,  this  service  has  also  been  administered  by  the  Kent 
County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Child  Life  Protection, 
School  Health  Services.  These  services  are  administered  by 
the  Kent  County  Council. 

Nutrition  and  Food.  Diet  has  continued  to  be  adequate  and 
nutrition  generally  satisfactory.  The  children  are  well  fed,  owing 
largely  to  extra  milk  and  school  canteens,  but  adults  are  handi¬ 
capped  by  the  difficulty  of  planning  to  avoid  monotony. 

Certain  conditions  which  seem  to  be  more  prevalent — for 
■example,  boils  and  post-operative  haemorrhage — would  appear  to 
have  a  dietetic  foundation,  but  further  research  is  necessary  before 
it  can  be  established  that  this  is  in  fact  a  case  of  cause  and  effect. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which  bedding  was 
•steam  disinfected  and  one  or  more  rooms  fumigated  : — 


Tuberculosis  ...  ...  9  Cancer  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  4  Suspected  Poliomyelitis  1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  in  3  instances  disinfection  of  rooms 
only  took  place,  2  being  after  Tuberculosis  and  1  after  Scarlet 
Fever. 

Mortuaries.  Three  mortuaries  are  provided  by  the  Council  and 
these  are  respectively  situated  at  Aylesford,  Borough  Green  and 
AVest  Mailing.  They  are  available  for  use  at  any  time  and  the 
Police  are  provided  with  keys. 
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Food  Poisoning.  No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning-  were  notified  as 
occurring  during  the  year  under  review. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  arrangements  for  immunisation 
in  the  area  as  a  general  practitioner’s  service,  which  had  been 
developed  in  the  past  few  years,  continued  in  1948  up  to  5th  July. 
From  that  date  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  took  over  administration  of  this 
service  and  record  cards  were  accordingly  forwarded  to  that 
Authority. 

That  Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  been  a  significant  factor  in 
reducing  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  is  accepted  and  is 
borne  out  by  the  yearly  figures  of  those  immunised  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified.  But  as  Public  Health 
Officers  we  cannot  be  satisfied  until  100%  of  the  children  are  so 
immunised  and  their  immunity  has  been  strengthened  with  a  re¬ 
inforcing  dose  at  the  appropriate  age.  The  fact  that  it  is  stilL 
possible  for  a  person  to  be  ai  “Carrier”  of  the  disease  though  im¬ 
munised,  adds  to  the  risk  to  which  the  non-immunised  children 
are  exposed. 

The  following  table  relates  to  the  progress  of  the  immunisation 
service  up  to  5th  July,  1948  : — 


Table  Showing  Numbers  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 


Year 

Number  Immunised 

No.  of  Cases  of 
Diphtheria  Notified 

1938 

_ 

60 

1939 

— 

88 

1940 

— 

5 

1941 

3,828 

19 

1942 

422 

50 

1943 

970  , 

15 

1944 

491 

5 

1945 

530 

10 

1946 

492 

7 

1947 

463 

2 

1948 

(to  5th  July) 

349 

* 
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Total  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age 

immunised  at  5/7/1948  ...  ...  ...  5,520 

Number  of  children  immunised  who  have  now 

reached  age  of  15  years  and  over  ...  ...  2,025 

Estimated  child  population  at  5/7/1948  ...  ...  7,569 

Estimated  percentage  of  children  under  15  years 

of  age  immunised  at  5/7/1948  ...  ...  72.9% 

(This  compares  with  the  figure  of  71.7%  at  31/12/1947) 

Number  of  reinforcing  doses  given  during  period  1st  Jan. 
to  5th  July,  1948  .  603 


The  following  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  occurred  during  the 
year  : — 


Diseases 

Total 

Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Measles 

254 

4 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

218 

1 

Pneumonia 

12 

12* 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

6 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

3 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Nil 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

1 

Nil 

Acute 

infective  Encephalitis 

- 

1 

Smallpox 

" 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

- 

<  Nil 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

Nil 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

- 

'  Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil 

Totals 

501 

iot 

14 

*1  his  figure  includes  deaths  from  those  forms  of  Pneumonia 
which  are  not  notifiable. 

fin  addition  to  this  figure,  2  suspected  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever; 
1  suspected  case  of  Nasal  Diphtheria  and  2  suspected  cases  of 
Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  were  admitted  but  in  each  of  these 
cases  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 
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The  table  given  below  is  inserted  for  comparison  with  the  Death 
and  Notification  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Eng-land  & 

Mailing- 

Wales 

R.D. 

(provisional) 

Rates  per  1,000  population  (civilian). 

Deaths — 

All  causes 

10.8* 

12.36 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  0.00 

0.00 

AVhooping-  Coug-h  ... 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.68f 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & 

Polio-encephalitis 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.41 

0.35 

Notifications  (Corrected) — 

Typhoid  Feyer 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

0.32 

Whooping-Cough  ... 

3.42 

6.40 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.08 

0.00 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.21 

0.09 

Smallpox 

— 

0.00 

Measles 

9.34 

7.46 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.73 

0.35 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.00 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

0.00 

0.03 

*Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 

f  All  forms. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new  cases 
recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year  together  with  the  number 
of  deaths  which  occurred. 


Age 

Periods 

(Years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

N  on- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 

1 

1 

1—  4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

5—14 

2 

3 

9 

4 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

15—24 

7 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

25—34 

8 

7 

1 

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

35—44 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

45—54 

7 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

55—64 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

65  upwards. 

3 

•  •  • 

••• 

•  •  • 

1 

•  *  * 

*  *  * 

*  *  * 

Totals 

37 

18 

10 

10- 

16 

3 

2 

2 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  patients  who  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease  (8  M.,  3  F.) — 11  (47.8%). 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  1948  of  new  cases 
occurring  within  the  district  shows  an  increase  over  the  number 
for  the  previous  year,  indeed  for  the  past  10  years,  both  as  regards 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease.  The  notifica¬ 
tion  rate  per  1,000  population  for  all  forms  of  the  disease  for  the 
year  1947  was  1.60  whilst  for  1948  it  was  2.20.  It  will  also  be 
noted  that  the  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  higher  in  Mailing 
than  for  the  Country  as  a  whole  (see  table  on  page  8).  In  this 
connection  regard  must  be  had  to  the  presence  within  the  district 
of  a  Village  Settlement  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  and  this 
will  give  rise  to  the  higher  incidence  rates.  It  would  not  appear 
that  Mailing  area  is  a  greater  risk  for  persons  to  contract  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  rather  the  inference  is  that  the  siting  of  a  Village  Settle¬ 
ment  for  the  treatment  of  this  disease  is  an  indication  of  a  healthy 
atmosphere  conducive  to  the  arrest  of  infections. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1 925  and  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  above  during  the  year. 

Scabies — 

Comparatively  few  cases  have  occurred  and  adequate  facilities 
are  available  for  treatment.  By  arrangement  with  the  Chatham 
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Public  Health  Authority  patients  from  this  district  can  be  referred 
to  their  Cleansing  Station  for  treatment. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis — 

No  case  of  this  paralysing  infection  (Infantile  Paralysis)  occurred 
during  the  year  of  1948,  which  is  a  most  gratifying  faAt  to  record. 
There  would  appear  to  be  some  cause  to  suspect  that  this  disease 
has  a  certain  association  with  Urban  conditions  with  the  consequent 
centralisation  of  population.  In  this  respect  we  in  Mailing  area 
are  fortunate  for  the  disease  is  not  quite  so  definite  in  its  mode  of 
spread  and  is  no  respecter  of  boundaries  nor,  for  that  matter,  of 
agej  in  spite  of  its  more  common  name. 
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The  following-  table  set  out  below  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  during-  the  year  : — 


Number  of  Deaths 

R.G.’s 

list  Nc 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Fem  le 

Total 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  ... 

16 

3 

19 

7 

Tuberculosis — other  forms  ... 

2 

2 

4 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

9 

Influenza 

... 

•  •  • 

10 

Measles 

... 

•  •  • 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  &  Polio-encephalitis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  bucal  cavity  :  &  Oesophagus  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

4 

4 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  &  duodenum  ... 

9 

7 

16 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

6 

6 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

33 

24 

57 

17 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

18 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19 

33 

52 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

54 

52 

106 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

15 

10 

25 

21 

Bronchitis 

11 

7 

18 

22 

Pneumonia 

5 

7 

12 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

5 

9 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

8 

1 

9 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

4 

1 

5 

26 

Appendicitis  ... 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

28 

Nephritis 

7 

6 

13 

29 

Puerperal  &  post  abortive  sepsis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

\ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

31 

Premature  Birth 

2 

... 

2 

32 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 

Injuries,  etc. 

4 

3 

7 

33 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

2 

5 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

5 

2 

7 

36 

All  Other  Causes 

15 

8 

23 

All  Causes 

233 

188 

421 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ag-e — 20  (4.75%). 


In  conclusion  may  I  say  how  much  I  appreciate  the  Council’s 
continued  support  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  HAY  BOLTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

3rd  August,  1949. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malling  Rural 

District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  in  conjunction, 
with  that  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  upon  the  health  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1948.  This  is,  of  course,  a  report  on  the  work 
of  my  predecessor  Mr.  G.  F.  J.  Hopkins  and  his  staff,  Mr.  Hopkins 
having  left  the  service  of  the  Council  in  January  last  before  it  was 
possible  to  prepare  the  annual  report.  From  a  perusal  of  the 
report  of  Dr.  Bolton  it  is  apparent  that  the  health  of  the  district 
as  a  whole  continues  to  be  good  and  compares  favourably  with 
the  rest  of  the  country. 

From  the  sanitary  aspect  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  no 
major  work  on  sewerage  schemes  has  yet  been  possible  but  this 
position  obtains  in  many  other  districts  alike,  and  the  acute  short¬ 
age  of  labour  and  materials  available  in  this  connexion,  after  new 
housing  has  taken  its  toll,  is  an  important  factor,  quite  apart  from 
the  financial  point  of  view.  Quite  obviously  all  problems  cannot 
be  surmounted  at  once  and  it  needs  careful  thought  to  arrange  the 
priority  of  the  works  we  would  all  like  to  see  done. 

From  my  initial  survey  of  your  district  and  my  review  of  the 
position  to  date,  it  is  apparent  that  there  are  problems  of  some 
magnitude  still  to  be  tackled  and  I  find  it  quite  impossible  seriously 
to  consider  such  matters  as  environmental  food  hygiene  with  the 
existing  staff,  yet  with  the  present  trend  for  people  to  eat  outside 
their  own  homes  this  is  a  subject  that  must  come  to  the  forefront. 

The  maintenance  of  the  sewers,  pumping  stations  and  organisa¬ 
tion  generally  take  up  a  lot  of  time  and  the  Lack  of  house  mainten¬ 
ance  occasioned,  by  the  recent  war  and  divers  reasons,  presents  so 
many  complaints  that  it  is  a  full-time  job  attending  to  day-to-day 
work. 

In  connexion  with  the  repair  of  existing  houses  resort  is  made 
to  the  Public  Health  Act  for  the  execution  of  urgent  repairs.  The 
time  is  not  yet  opportune  to  implement  the  provisions  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act.  An  effort  is  made  to  satisfy  all  people  who  seek  the  aid 
of  my  Department  and  this  policy  wilL  be  persisted  with  during 
the  following  year. 

Water.  The  major  part  of  the  area  is  served  by  the  associate 
Mid  and  South  Kent  Water  Companies.  A  small  portion  of  the 
parish  of  Aylesford  is  served  by  the  Maidstone  Water  Company, 
and  the  Fairlawne  Estate  at  Shipbourne  is  supplied  by  the  private 
source  of  Fairlawne.  During  the  year  in  all  235  houses  were  newly 
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connected  to  a  mains  supply  making-  a  total  of  8,738  houses  re¬ 
ceiving-  a  mains  supply,  either  by  piped  supply  indoors  or  stand¬ 
pipe  serving-  a  block  of  premises  and  this  represents  92.17%  of 
the  total  number  of  dwellings  within  the  district. 

Samples.  Twelve  samples  of  the  mains  supply  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  three  samples  for  chemical 
examination,  the  samples  being  collected  by  an  officer  of  this 
Department.  The  following  summarises  the  reports  of  the 
Pathologist  and  Analyst  : — 


Bacteriological  Examinations 

Chemical  Examinations 

Number  of 

Samples 

Results 

Number  of 
Samples 

Results 

Raw  Water 

4 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

Satisfactory 

3 

3  Satisfactory 

Treated  Water 

1 

8 

5  Good  Water 

3 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

— 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Mid  and  South  Kent  Water  Com¬ 
panies  and  the  Maidstone  Water  Company  have  submitted  their 
results  of  examinations  which  showed  their  supply  to  be  bacterio- 
logically  and  chemically  satisfactory. 
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The  following-  table  sets  out  the  particulars  of  the  number  of 
dwelling-  houses,  together  with  those  having  a  piped  supply  of 
water,  and  the  estimated  population  in  respect  of  the  various 
parishes  : — 

No.  of 
Dwellings 


Parish. 

according  to 
Rate  Books- 
31/12/48. 

(Estimated) 

Population 

No.  of  Houses  having 
piped  supply. 

Addington 

143 

499 

143 

Aylesford 

1,197 

4,466 

999 

Birling 

238 

765 

197 

Borough  Green 

484 

1,612 

428 

Burham 

506 

1,618 

478 

Ditton 

448 

1,615 

440 

Ightham 

424 

1,539 

404 

Ley bourne 

143 

727 

134 

East  Mailing 

846 

3,116 

830 

West  Mailing 

614 

2,514 

586 

Mereworth 

194 

738 

158 

Off  ham 

186 

693 

170 

East  Peckham 

555 

2,125 

466 

West  Peckham 

95 

310 

42 

Platt 

308 

1,197 

304 

Plaxtol 

310 

1,029 

280 

Ryarsh 

215 

810 

214 

Shipbourne 

119 

423 

96 

Snodland 

1,154 

4,164 

1 ,164* 

Stansted 

165 

548 

157 

Trottisclilfe 

134 

445 

110 

Wateringbury 

342 

1,258 

324 

Wouldham 

247 

762 

246 

Wrotham 

413 

1,447 

368 

Totals  9,480 

34, 060  f 

8,738 

(92.17%) 


f Registrar  General’s  Estimate. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  exact  number  of  houses  supplied  by 
stand  pipes,  but  I  would  say  that  the  figure  is  approximately  three 
per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  houses  having  a  piped  supply. 
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^Certain  houses  on  the  new  Housing"  sites  which  were  nearing" 
completion  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  included  as  having  a  piped 
water  supply  but  would  not  have  been  brought  on  to  the  Rate 
Books  until  sometime  during  1949. 

Extension  of  Mains — 

% 

During  the  year  710  yards  of  12",  2,209  yards  of  9",  2,416  yards 
of  8",  1,273  yards  of  4//f  and  515  yards  of  3"  main  were  laid,  the 
details  of  which  are  set  out  below  : — 


WATER  COY. 

SIZE. 

YARDS. 

PARISH. 

Mid-Kent 

12" 

710 

Stansted 

Mid-Kent 

9" 

2,209 

Stansted 

Mid-Kent 

8" 

2,416 

Stansted 

Mid-Kent 

4" 

1,273 

East  Mailing 

Mid-Kent 

3" 

359 

East  Mailing 

South-Kent 

3" 

156 

East  Peckham 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  reference  was  made  to  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  report  upon  a  sample  of  water  from  a  shallow  spring 
supplying  the  needs  of  6  cottages.  The  Landlord  had  made  tempor¬ 
ary  arrangements  for  an  alternative  supply  and  during  1948  he 
was  able  to  secure  sufficient  water  piping  to  connect  the  houses 
to  the  Company’s  main  about  -|-mile  distant. 

During  the  year  another  4  houses  supplied  with  water  from  a 
spring  were  also  connected  to  a  mains  supply  and  benefited  from 
this  improvement. 

Delivery  of  Water — 

Though  rainfall  during  1948  was  greater  in  total  quantity  and 
was  spread  over  more  days  than  during  the  previous  year  it  was 
still  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  those  dependent  upon  stored 
rain  water  for  their  domestic  supply.  The  arrangement  to  take 
a  supply  by  tank  to  such  houses  upon  request  and  repayment  was 
continued  as  for  1947  and  in  this  connection  -we  acknowledge 
valuable  assistance  given  on  the  Council’s  behalf  by  the  Fire 
Brigade  Services  who  were  able  to  transport  the  water.  However, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Fire  Brigade  Authorities,  because 
of  their  own  domestic  arrangements,  intimated  that  their  service 
could  only  help  in  future  in  very  exceptional  circumstances.  A 
tank  mounted  on  a  lorry  has  been  able  to  continue  the  service  to 
those  in  need,  until  the  scheme  for  extension  of  mains  to  incorpor¬ 
ate  the  majority  of  these  premises,  which  are  in  the  Kits  Coty 
Estate  and  adjacent  parts  of  Blue  Bell  Hill  in  the  Parish  of  Ayles- 
ford,  can  be  put  in  hand. 

In  this  connection  7  deliveries  of  water  were  carried  out  to  5 
premises  at  Blue  Bell  Hill  area  and  to  1  premise  at  Swanton 
Valley,  West  Peckham. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1947,  mention  was  made  of  some  flood¬ 
ing  of  houses  which  had  occurred,  though  infrequently  and  then 
only  in  the  case  of  severe  heavy  rainfall  under  storm  conditions, 
of  a  small  number  of  Cottages  in  Ryarsh  Lane,  West  Mailing, 
being  occasioned  by  the  surcharge  of  the  Council’s  soil  sewer.  In 
order  to  alleviate  this  occurrence  the  sewer  was  dragged  so  as 
to  clean  out  an  accumulation  over  years  of  silt  deposit  and  this 
greatly  improved  matters.  Some  flooding  did  occur  on  June  14th 
when  the  heaviest  rainfall  of  the  year  was  recorded  but  although 
such  rainfall'  was  heavier  than  any  in  the  previous  year  the  flood¬ 
ing  was  much  Less.  Cleaning  out  of  the  silt  in  the  particular  section 
of  sewer  is  now  carried;  out  as  a  regular*  practise  in  an  effort  to 
remove  this  nuisance  to  the  householders. 

During  the  year  the  installation  of  A  sewage  treatment  plant  to 
deal  with  the  drainage  effluent  at  the  28  Council  Houses  at  Mill- 
field,  East  Peckham,  was  put  in  hand  upon  receipt  of  the  plant 
and  equipment  ordered  the  previous  year.  Work  was  still  in  hand 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  major  schemes  of  sewerage  were  put  in  hand  during  the 
year  but  the  matter  remained  under  constant  review  for  a  start  at 
the  earliest  opportunity.  Meanwhile  expensive  cesspool  emptying 
continues. 

Rainfall.  The  details  of  the  rainfall  during  the  year  for  the 
table  below  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Scientific  Liaison 
Officer  of  the  East  Mailing  Research  Station  : — ■ 

Total  amount  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  year  ...  26.07  ins. 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  ...  ...  ...  150 

Heaviest  rainfall  on  any  one  day  (on  June  14th)  ...  1.67  ins. 

Longest  Wet  period  8  days,  from  January  23rd  to  January  30th 

(inclusive). 

Longest  Dry  period  23  days,  from  February  22nd  to  March  15th 

(inclusive). 

Rivers  and  Streams.  Comment  was  made  in  the  Report  for 
1947  upon  a  pollution  of  a  stream  at  East  Mailing  by  apples.  With 
cleaning  out  of  the  stream  and  its  associated  ponds  the  immediate 
nuisance  was  abated  and  the  stream’s  growth  of  algae,  etc.,  re¬ 
covered.  Observations  are  carried  out  from  time  to  time  to  ensure 
no  repetition  of  the  trouble. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Cleansing  Officer  (Mr.  A.  J.  Weller)  for 
supplying  the  following  details  of  the  work  in  connection  with 
Public  Cleansing. 
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The  number  of  employees  engaged  in  this  department  is  36, 
who  are  employed  as  follows  : — 

1  Foreman,  11  on  refuse  collection,  1  on  refuse  disposal,  1  on 
salvage  collection  and  disposal,  8  on  cesspool  emptying,  10  on 
drainage  work,  2  on  salvage  sorting  and  baling  and  2  on  mainten¬ 
ance  work. 

The  work  of  the  department  continues  to  increase  and  has  re¬ 
quired  constant  revision  to  deal  with  the  various  fresh  demands 
which  have  been  made  upon  it.  New  houses  and  disposal  plants 
have  required  attention,  but  the  work  has  been  maintained. 

The  introduction  during  the  year  of  the  44  hour  week  brought 
still  further  demands  upon  your  manpower,  the  actual  loss  of 
working  time  being  99  hours  pei<  week. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  refuse  collected 
and  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  salvage  recovered  that  the  work 
for  the  existing  staff  has  reached  saturation  point,  and  that  any 
further  demands  must  of  necessity  require  extra  staff  and  vehicles. 

Refuse  Collection.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  method 
of  collection,  bins  are  placed  out  by  the  householder  for  collection, 
ten  parishes  receiving  a  weekly  and  fourteen  parishes  a  fortnightly 
service. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  refuse  collected,  the  actual  increase  being  515  tons. 

The  figures  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows  : — 

1946 — 5, 538-|  tons;  1947 — 5,931  tons;  1948 — 6,446  tons. 

The  actual  tonnage  of  material  dealt  with  was  8,661  tons,  made 
up  as  follows  : — 

Refuse  6,446  tons,  Hardcore,  Clinker  and  Soil  for  roads  and  tip 
covering  1,461|  tons,  Drainage  work  139  tons,  Salvage  and  other 
miscellaneous  work  which  the  department  was  asked  to  undertake 
61 4|  tons. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The'  majority  of  the  refuse  collected  during 
year  has  been  disposed  of  at  the  Brook-field  at  Ham  Hill,  which  is 
marshland.  The  Coldharbour  Lane  site  at  Aylesford  is  still  avail¬ 
able  but  as  the  refuse  at  this  tip  became  ignited  early  in  the  year, 
only  cesspool  contents  have  been  taken  there  until  it  becomes  safe 
to  resume  refuse  disposal.  Approximately  5,000  tons  have  been 
taken  to  Ham  Hill,  the  remainder  to  Aylesford.  With  the  increase 
in  the  time  taken  to  collect  the  extra  refuse,  less  time  could  be 
spent  in  collecting  covering  for  the  tips.  This  has  been  partly 
overcome  by  the  purchase  of  top  soil  from  contractors. 

Cesspool  Emptying.  The  work  of  the  emptiers  has  varied 
during  the  year  and  during  some  periods  it  has  been  difficult  to 
cope  with  the  demands  for  their  services. 
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During-  the  year,  9,933  loads  have  been  dealt  with,  the  quantity 
being  nearly  eight  million  gallons,  the  actual  figure  7,946,000 
gallons.  Of  this,  9,130  loads  were  from  cesspools,  699  loads  from 
sewage  works  and  pumping  stations  and  for  flushing  sewers,  and 
104  loads  of  night  soil. 

The  loads  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows  : — 

1946—6,862  loads;  1947—8,332  loads;  1948—9,933  loads. 

An  increase  over  1947  of  1,601  loads. 

Salvage.  Salvage  is  still  worthwhile  as  a  further  increase  in  the 
amount  collected  and  of  the  money  received  shows.  The  collection 
of  paper  has  gone  up  during  the  year  by  26  tons,  ferrous  metal  by 
7  tons,  bottles  and  jars  by  2  tons,  rags  and  woollens  being  the  same 
as  last  year,  viz  : — 9  tons.  186  tons  of  salvage  were  sorted  and 
sold  which  realised  £1,280. 

The  amounts  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows  : — 

1946— £1,078;  1947— £1,021  ;  1948— £1,280. 

Garages,  Vehicles  and  Maintenance.  The  same  garage  facilities 
exist  as  last  year,  six  vehicles  are  garaged  at  Bell  Lane,  Ditton, 
three  at  East  Mailing,  one  at  Borough  Green  and  one  without 
accommodation.  A  suitable  site  has  been  purchased  at  East 
Mailing,  where  it  is  proposed  that  a  new  garage,  together  with 
workshop,  stores,  messroom,  lavatory  and  wash-place  facilities 
will  be  constructed. 

The  new  vehicle  delivered  in  April  under  the  replacement  scheme 
was  a  barrier  loader  refuse  collector.  The  vehicle  which  this  re¬ 
placed  was  overhauled  and  fitted  with  a  new  body  cab  and  tipping 
gear,  this  machine  to  be  a  spare  for  use  when  others  are  in  for 
repair.  The  mileage  travelled  by  the  refuse  vehicles  was  68,760 
miles  and  by  the  cesspool  emptiers  46,132  miles,  a  total  of  114,892 
miles,  as  compared  with  92,465  miles  in  1947. 


s> 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

During-  the  year,  3,903  inspections  were  carried  out  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  work  of  the  Department  comprised  as  follows  — 


Number  of  Visits  to  : — 

Premises  where  foodstuffs  are 

prepared,  stored  or  handled  68 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  135 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  7 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  18 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  50 

Schools  (Council  and  Private)  14 

Hop  and  Fruit1  Pickers’  Camps  62 

Premises  re  Infectious  Disease  4 

Premises  re  Storage  of  Petrol¬ 
eum  Spirit  ...  ...  ...  12 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  8 

Sewage  Disposal  Outfall  Works 

and  Pumping  Stations  ...  351 

Premises  —  investigations  of 

complaints  ...  ...  ...  658 

Cinemas  (Cinematograph  Reg¬ 
ulations)  ...  ...  ...  5 

M  oveable  Dwellings  —  Inhabi¬ 
ted  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 


Number  of  : — 

Smoke  observations  taken  ...  I 

Housing  Inspections  made  ...  1107 

Cases  of  alleged  Overcrowding 

invesigated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  inspected  ...  ....  92 

Streams,  Ditches,  Watercourses, 

etc.,  inspected  ...  ...  ...  36 

Sewers,  Drains  inspected  and / 

or  tested  ...  ...  ...  686 

Premises  found  to  be  vermin 
(other  than  Rats  and  Mice) 

infested  (a)  Council  Houses  2 

(b)  Other  Premises  18 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  419 

Samples  of  Milk  obtained  ...  85 

Samples  of  Water  obtained  ...  19 


3903 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  of  factories 
carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found  : — 


% 

1.  Inspections: 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sectmns  1,2, 3,4. 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  local 
Authorities  : 

20 

J 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
ocal  authority. 

104 

50 

8 

Total 

124 

50 

8 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  found 

N  umber  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

cas  es  in  which 

Found 

Rem¬ 

edied 

To 

HM  In¬ 
spector 

By 

HM  In¬ 
spector 

pro  secutions 
i  nstituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S  1.) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.6.) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

3 

— 

3 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Work). 

2 

2 

2 

Total 

10 

9 

— 

9 

— 
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SHOPS  ACTS. 

Visits  to  shops  which  have  been  made  during*  the  year  have  taken 
place  where  the  visit  was  also  required  in  connection  with  some 
other  duty,  e,g.  Inspection  of  Foodstuffs,  etc.  Routine  visits  at 
regular  intervals  are  absolutely  impossible  at  present.  However, 
no  specific  complaint  has  been  received  and  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  issue  any  notices.  The  reduction  in  the  number1  of 
hours  worked  by  shop  assistants  has  had  the  effect  of  early  closing 
and  from  observations  made  it  was  found  that  shops  generally 
closed  before  the  terminal  hour.  The  public  educated  to  shop  early 
in  black-out  conditions  of  war-time  still  continue  to  do  so. 

Smoke  Abatement.  It  has  been  necessary  on  one  or  two  oc¬ 
casions  during  the  year  to  point  out  verbally  the  need  for  abating 
smoke  nuisance  to  the  Managements  of  Factories.  In  each  case 
an  improvement  was  effected  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  near  future 
will  see  a  return  to  conditions  when  Factories  will  be  able  to  obtain 
those  types  of  Fuel  for  which  their  plant  is  designed  instead  of 
having  to  make  do  with  such  as  is  meantime  available,  which  is 
often  of  poor  quality. 

Cement  Dust.  The  Cement  Works  within  the  rural  district 
continue  to  be  a  source  of  complaint  due  to  the  emission  of  dust 
and  grit.  Due  regard  is  given  to  the  fact  that  works  are  at  present 
working  to  capacity  supplying  an  urgent  need  for  housing  and 
other  post-war  needs,  and  only  informal  action  has  been  taken. 
The  Managements  generally  are  co-operative  and  all  reasonable 
steps  are  taken  to  prevent  nuisance.  It  is  hoped  that  as  conditions 
improve,  dust  extractors  will  be  fitted,  at  offending  works. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  two  privately  owned 
swimming  pools  in  this  district  which  are  open  to  public  use.  These 
pools  are  well  maintained  and  were  inspected  by  my  Department 
during  the  year  under  review.  Samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  during  the  year  and 
proved  to  be  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug  and  Fleas.  19  premises  were 
treated  during  the  year  for  bugs  and/or  fleas  infestation.  A  liquid 
insecticide  containing  a  residual  D.D.T.  preparation  was  used. 
In  3  instances  bedding  which  was  found  to  be  infested  also  was 
removed  and  steam  disinfected.  In  only  1  case  did  the  initial 
treatment  prove  to  be  insufficient  and  further  spraying  was  there¬ 
upon  carried  out.  It  should  be  added  that  the  majority  of  these 
treatments  were  carried  out  as  a  result  of  the  tenants  seeking  the 
help  and  advice  of  the  Department. 

Flies.  Again  during  the  year  as  for  1947,  complaints  were  re¬ 
ceived  of  flies  swarming  in  the  lofts  of  houses.  A  good  spraying 
of  the  affected  spaces  with  a  liquid  insecticide  containing  a  residual 
D.D.T.  sufficed  to  destroy  the  pests.  In  this  connection  5  premises 
were  so  treated. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  During  the  year 
under  review  the  rodent  destruction  section  of  this  Department 
has  continued  to  attack  rat  and  mice  infestations,  attending  to  all 
complaints  received  and  utilising  time  to  its  fullest  advantage  by 
routine  surveys  and  treatment  when  individual  complaints  have 
been  few.  Routine  testing  and  baiting  of  the  sewers  have  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  scheme.  Baiting  and 
poisoning  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  have  brought  satisfac¬ 
tory  results.  The  parish  of  Snodland  still  proved  to  be  the  most 
troubled  area  and  a  concentrated  effort  was  made  here. 

SECTION  D 

Housing.  The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
shows  that  a  considerable  amount  of  disrepair  is  still  outstanding. 
Investigation  and  suitable  action  is  taken  whenever  these  matters 
are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department.  The  cessation  of 
grants  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  i\cts  and  the  fact  that 
the  rents  of  the  majority  of  the  Cottage  properties  are  low  makes 
it  difficult  to  get  Landlords  to  agree  to  have  works  of  recondition¬ 
ing  carried  out — indeed  it  is  quite  a  problem  to  get  urgent  repairs 
done.  The  low  rentals  for  cottage  property  makes  it  very  difficult 
for  owners  to  thoroughly  recondition  property  and  provide  ad¬ 
ditional  amenities.  Another  factor  now  presenting  difficulty  in 
reconditioning  and  repair  work  is  the  fact  that  in  an  effort  to  build 
more  new  houses  the  smaller  builders  in  the  area  have  been  engaged 
and  this  potential  labour  is  thus  lost  to  jobbing  work. 

During  the  year  8  dwellings  which  were  housing  14  families 
were  represented  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  and  not  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  these  families  were 
offered  and  accepted  accommodation  in  ex-Service  hutments  which 
the  Council  had  taken  over  and  adapted  as  Living  Accommodation. 
“Undertakings”  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Act  were  accepted 
by  the  Council  that  these  premises  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation  until  the  Council  cancelled  the  “Undertakings”  on 
being  satisfied  that  they  had  been  rendered  fit.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  work  was  in  progress  upon  all  these  properties  in  an  effort 
to  render  them  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  5  hutted  camps  in  use, 
providing  accommodation  for  95  families.  This  is  an  increase 
during  the  year  of  3  camps  and  53  families  provided  for.  Some 
quite  considerable  measure  of  works  of  adaptation  and  conversion 
were  carried  out  at  these  camps  and  the  accommodation  is  reason¬ 
able  and  includes  amenities  of  Water,  Sanitation  and  Electricity. 
The  accommodation  remains  fully  occupied  and  no  lack  of  appli¬ 
cants  for  the  same  has  yet  been  experienced.  The  greatest  problem 
remains  that  of  keeping  the  Nissen  Huts  weathertight  and  a  start 
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is  to  be  made  soon  with  a  Bitumastic  process  which  it  is  hoped  will 
.solve  this  problem. 

/ 

Number  of  New  Dwelling's  erected  during-  the  year  : — 
(Information  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  Hole — Building  Surveyor). 


(a) 

By  the  local  Authority  (Permanent) — 

(i)  Airey  Prefabricated  Type 

60 

(ii)  Traditional  Types 

144 

204 

(b) 

By  the  Ministry  of  Supply  and  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Local  Authority — 
(Pre-fabricated  Bungalows) 

20 

(c) 

By  others 

22 

Total  246 


Rural  Housing  Survey.  Only  limited  progress  in  connection 
with  this  Survey  has  been  possible  during  the  year  when  a  further 
96  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded.  The  interruption  in  the 
Survey  has  occurred  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  services  of  the 
Officer  who  carries  out  the  inspections  have  'been  considerably 
utilised  in  connection  with  the  making  of  enquiries  and  verifying 
details  of  applicants  for  Housing  Accommodation  on  behalf  of  the 
Tenants’  Selection  Committee  prior  to  letting  of  new  Council 
Houses. 

A  total  of  1,698  houses  have  now  been  inspected  and  recorded, 
the  details  of  which  are  set  out  below  : — 


%  to  total 

Category.  surveyed. 


1. 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

37 

2.17 

2. 

Minor  Defects  ... 

1,351 

79.56 

3. 

Requiring  repair,  structural  al¬ 
teration  or  improvement 

187 

11.01 

4. 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning 

Nil 

Nil 

5. 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense 

123 

7.26 
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addition  to  ranges. 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  registered  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  87 

135  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  were 
carried  out  during-  the  year. 

No  cases  of  infectious  or  other  disease  attributed  to  milk  was 
brought  to  my  notice  during-  the  year. 

4  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  during-  the  year,  3  being  from  Ac¬ 
credited  herds  and  1  from  a  non-designated  herd. 

1  sample  from  1  of  the  Accredited  herds  proved  to  be  positive. 
Following  a  visit  to  the  Farm  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
1  animal,  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  was 
removed  for  slaughter  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  Further 
samples  from  this  farm  subsequently  proved  negative  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 


Number  of  Producers 
Number  of  Producer  Retailers 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors 
Number  of  Wholesale  Purveyors 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  1936 — 1943. 
Number  of  Farms  licensed  to  produce — 

(i)  Accredited 

(ii)  Tuberculin  Tested 


70 

21 

42 

53 


11 

20 


This  represents  44.29%  of  the  total  number  of  producers  in  the 
district. 


Milk  Sampling. 


Accredited  ... 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Non-Designated 


Number  of 
Samples 
Taken. 
33* 

51 


Number  of 
Unsatisfactory 
Samples. 

5* 

10 


1  (For  T.B.) 


Pasteurised— 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test  Nil  Nil 

(b)  Phosphatase  Test  Nil  Nil 

*Incl.udes  three  samples  taken  for  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
and  one  of  these  which  was  found  to  be  positive  is  included  in  the 
unsatisfactory  figure. 

Pasteurisation — 


Number  of  Pasteurising  Plants 


Nil 


25 


Milk  in  Schools. 

It  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  one  supplier  to  the  un¬ 
satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness  of  his  bottles  and  following-  an 
inspection  of  his  premises  and  methods  the  necessary  improvement 
was  noted. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  centralised  slaughter-house  in  this  district.  Inspec¬ 
tion  of  foodstuffs  has  been  carried  out  from  time  to  time  during- 
the  year  at  the  various  retail  shops  in  the  area  and  whenever  a 
request  to  do  so  has  been  received  from  a  vendor.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 


consumption  during  the  year  : — 

F ISH - 

11  st.  of  Bream. 

41  st.  of  Cod 
6  st.  of  Cod  Roes. 

3  st.  of  Dog  Fish. 

11^  st.  of  Haddock. 

5^  st.  of  Plaice. 

16  st.  4  lbs.  of  Kippers. 

3  st.  of  Mackerel. 

10  st.  of  Herrings. 

Tinned  Fish — - 


3 

X 

3^ 

oz. 

Tins  of  Grade  1  Salmon. 

1 

X 

16 

oz. 

Tin  of  Grade  1  Salmon. 

1 

X 

4 

oz. 

Tin  of  Grade  2  Salmon. 

1 

X 

7! 

oz. 

Tin  of  Grade  3  Salmon. 

2 

X 

8 

oz. 

Tins  of  Grade  3  Salmon. 

4 

X 

15* 

oz. 

Tins  of  Grade  3  Salmon. 

1 

X 

6^ 

oz. 

Tin  of  Rock  Cod. 

1 

X 

15 

oz. 

Tin  of  Cod  Fish. 

1 

X 

3J 

oz. 

Tin  of  Cod  Liver  Paste. 

1 

X 

14 

oz. 

Tin  of  Herrings. 

1 

X 

7 

oz. 

Tin  of  Herrings. 

8 

X 

15 

oz. 

Tins  of  Silver  Hake. 

5 

X 

15 

oz. 

Tins  of  Pilchards. 

1 

X 

8 

oz. 

Tin  of  Pilchards. 

1 

X 

15 

oz. 

Tin  of  Sardines. 

1 

X 

3 

oz. 

Tin  of  Fislh  Paste. 

1 

X 

3* 

oz. 

Tin  of  Crab  Paste. 

1 

X 

lf 

oz. 

Tin  of  Anchovies. 

1 

X 

14 

oz. 

Tin  of  Muriated  Mussels. 

1 

X 

15 

oz. 

Tin  of  Dogger  Fish  Ball. 

1 

X 

4 

oz. 

Tin  of  Fish  Cakes. 

7 

X 

7a 

1  2 

oz. 

Tins  of  Fish  in  edible  Oil. 

1 

X 

lib. 

13oz.  Tin  of  Fried  Fish  Cake. 

Tinned  Vegetables — 


7  x  19  oz.  Tins  of  Peas. 

2.  x  16  oz.  Tins  of  Peas. 

1  x  10|  oz.  Tin  of  Peas. 

2  x  If  lbs.  Tins  of  Tomatoes. 

4  x  29^  oz.  Tins  of  Potatoes. 

1  x  16  oz.  Tin  of  Beetroot. 

3x8  oz.  Tins  of  Baked  Beans. 
1  x  16  oz.  Tin  of  Baked  Beans. 


1 

X 

30 

oz.  Tin  of  Beans. 

1 

X 

16, 

\  oz.  Tin  of  Beans. 

3 

X 

19 

oz.  Tins  of  Spinach  Puree. 

1 

X 

27 

oz.  Tin  of  Spinach. 

2 

X 

10 

oz.  Tins  of  Onions. 

1 

X 

2 

oz.  Tin  of  Rhubarb. 

13 

X 

10 

oz.  Jars  of  Red  Cabbage. 

2 

X 

16 

oz.  Jars  of  Red  Cabbage. 

1 

X 

9 

oz.  Jar  of  Gherkins. 

3 

X 

12 

oz.  Jars  of  Gherkins. 

1 

X 

30 

oz.  Tin  of  Carrots. 

1 

X 

16 

oz.  Tin  of  Mixed  Vegetables 

o 

X 

16 

oz.  Tins  of  Spaghetti. 

1 

X 

10 

oz.  Jar  of  Piccalilli. 

Tinned 

Meats — 

6 

X 

12 

oz.  Tins  of  Meat  Lunch. 

2 

X 

1 

lb.  Tins  of  Australian  Bacon 

1 

X 

4i 

oz.  Jar  of  Potted  Meat. 

4 

X 

4 

lbs.  Tins  of  Dutch  Brawn 

with  Pork 

1 

X 

16 

oz.  Tin  of  Stewed  Steak. 

1 

X 

16 

oz.  Tin  of  Meat  and 

Vegetables. 


Tinned  Fruit — « 


1 

X 

26 

oz. 

Jar  of  Plums. 

1 

X 

20 

oz. 

Tin  of  Red  Plums. 

4 

X 

29 

oz. 

Tins  of  Red  Plums. 

4 

X 

20 

oz. 

Tins  of  Victoria  Plums. 

8 

X 

20 

oz. 

Tins  of  Orange  Juice. 

46 

X 

20 

oz. 

Tins  of  Grapefruit. 

5 

X 

2 

lbs. 

.  Tins  of  Bartlett  Pears. 

1 

X 

2 

lb. 

Tin  of  Sliced  Peadhes. 

1 

X 

29 

oz. 

Tin  of  Apricots. 

1 

X 

1  lb 

.  3 

oz.  Tin  of  Blackberries. 

1 

X 

20 

oz. 

Tin  of  Cherries. 

Jams — 

2x2  lb.  Tins  of  Golden  Syrup. 

1  x  24  oz.  Tin  of  Peach  Jam. 

1  x  2  lb.  Tin  of  Marmalade. 

1x2  lb.  Tin  of  Grapefruit  and 

Sweet  Orange  Marmalade. 
1x2  lb.  Tin  of  Melon  and  Lemon 

Jam. 

2  x  11  lb.  Tins  of  Blackcurrant 

and  Apple  Jam. 
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Soup — 

6  x  16  oz.  Tins  of  Soup. 

1  x  10g  oz.  Tini  of  Soup. 

I  x  4  oz.  Tin  of  Concentrated 

Tomato  Soup. 

Butter — 

48^  lbs. 

Milk — 

51  x  14^  oz.  Tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 
3x15  oz.  Tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 

II  x  16  oz.  Tins  of  Evaporated  Milk. 
59  x  If  pints  of  Condensed 

Skimmed  Milk. 

4  x  If  pints  of  Condensed  E.C. 

Milk. 

The  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  S. 
Council  has  kindly  furnished  the 
mitted  during-  the  year  : — 

No.  of 


Article  Samples 

Barley  Kernels  ...  ...  1 

Beecham’s  Eung  Syrup  ...  1 

Blacfrutex  Cough  Linctus  ...  1 

Butter  Mints  ...  ...  ...  2 

Camphorated  Oil  ...  ...  1 

Caramel  Elavour  Cake  Flour  1 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cooking  Fat  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cough  Syrup  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairy  Butters  ...  ...  1 

Demerara  Sugar  ...  ...  1 

Dutch  Tomato  Juice  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Paste  ...  ...  ...  3 

Formamint  Tablets  ...  ...  1 

Frankforter  Sausages  ...  1 

Fruity  Suckers  ...  ...  1 

Fruligar  Garlic  Cough  Cure  1 

Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Ipeca¬ 
cuanha  Mixture  ...  ...  1 

Health  Salts  ...  ...  1 

Home-made  Butters  ...  2 

Demon  Barley  Soft  Drink  ...  1 

Fung  Syrup  ...  ...  ...  1 

M  argarine  ...  ...  ...  1 

Marshall’s  Malted  Milk  ...  1 


Miscellaneous— 

23^  lbs.  of  Cheese. 

13f  lbs.  of  Bovine  Liver. 

3|  lbs.  of  Baton. 

15  lbs.  of  Beef  Sausages. 

85  x  I5  lbs.  Loaves  of  Bread. 

18  x  3  oz.  Jars  Patum  Peperium. 
282  lbs  of  Oranges. 

1  x  8  oz.  Packet  Sweetened 

Sponge  Pudding.. 
22  x  1|  oz.  Packets  Snappy  Snacks. 
12  oz.  of  Curry  Powder. 

1  x  4  oz.  Tin  of  Mustard. 

1  x  8  oz.  Packet  of  Force. 

1  x  10^  oz.  Tin  of  Sultana  Pudding. 
1  x  16  oz.  Tin  of  Macedoine. 

1  x  3i|  oz.  Tin  of  Levian  Paste. 

4x3^  oz.  Tins  of  Matjes  Fillets 

Strugneljl}  of  the  Kent  County 
following  details  of  samples  sub- 


No.  of 

Article  Samples; 

Meat  Soup  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  .  82 

Moist  Sugar  ...  ...  ...  1 

Orange  Soft  Drink  ...  ...  1 

Parish’s  Chemical  Food  ...  1 

Piccalilli  ...  ...  ...  1 

Powdered  Gelatine  ...  ...  1 

Pudding  Crust  and  Dumpling 
Flour  Mixture  ...  ...  2 

Raspberry  Jam  ...  ...  1 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Saccharin  Tablets  ...  ...  3 

Sweetened  Condensed 

Machine  Skimmed  Milk  ...  I 

Tea  .  1 

Toffee  Butters  ...  ...  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  ...  ...  1 

Tomato  Sauce  ...  ...  1 

Vanilla  Flavouring  ...  ...  1 

Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  3 

Whisky  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wh  ite  Pepper  ...  ...  1 


Total  140 


Ail  the  above  samples  were 
following  : — 

Milk.  15%  deficient  in  fat. 
Milk.  16.7%  deficient  in  fat. 
Milk.  4%  added  water. 

Milk.  16.7%  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk.  6.7%  deficient  in  fat. 


genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 

Further  samples  taken  and  found 
to  be  genuine. 

Under  investigation. 

Further  samples  taken  and  found 
to  be  genuine. 
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Milk.  8.3%  deficient  in  fat.  ) 

Milk.  4.3%  deficient  in  fat.  * 

Milk.  6.7%  added  water. 

Milk.  8.3%  deficient  in  fa(  ^ 

Milk.  1.7%  deficient  in  fat  j 

Milk.  5%  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk.  10%  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk.  8.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk.  8.3%  deficient  in  fat.  j 

Saccharin  Tablets.  25%  defi¬ 
cient  of  declared  amount  of 
saccharin. 

Saccharin  Tablets.  30%  defi¬ 
cient  of  declared  amount  of 
saccharin.  ' 

Butter  Mints.  Total  oil  and 
fat  0.13%  contained  no 
material  amount  of  Butter. 

Butter  Mints.  Total  fat  0.09% 
probably  contained  some 
Butter. 

Home-made  Butters.  Total  oil 
and  fat  0.09%  contained  no 
material  amount  of  Butter.  \ 

Home-made  Butters.  Total  fat 
0.07%  contained  no  mater¬ 
ial  amount  of  Butter. 

Toffee  Butters.  Total  fat  0.2% 
contained  no  material  am¬ 
ount  of  Butter. 

Dairy  Butters.  Total  fat 
0.86%  contained  no  mater¬ 
ial  amount  of  Butter.  , 


Further  samples  taken  and  found 
to  be  genuine. 

Prosecution — Fined  £1. 

Further  samples  taken  and  found 
to  be  genuine. 


Further  samples  taken  and  found 
to  be  genuine. 


Cautioned. 


Manufacturers  advised.  Further 
action  under  consideration. 
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Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers’  Camps. 


Following-  inspections,  conditions  were  g-enerally  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  only  minor  defects  were  observed,  concerning 
which  suitable  action  was  taken. 

There  would  appear  to  be  a  tendency  for  the  employment  of 
more  local  labour  for  the  picking  in  lieu  of  campers.  However, 
the  general  standard  of  accommodation  continues  to  prove  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  growers  in  an  effort  to  attract  good  pickers  are 
only  too  willing  to  render  hutments  comfortable  for  the  occupants. 


Camping  Sites  (P.H.A.  1936 — Section  269),  (Moveable  Dwellings). 

i 

The  post-war  housing  difficulties  are  no  doubt  responsible  for 
the  greater  use  of  moveable  dwellings  as  living  accommodation 
and  hence  there  has  been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  applica¬ 
tions  for  Sites  to  be  Licensed  and  for  Licences  to  station  and  use 
moveable  dwellings  thereon,  and  each  is  dealt  with  upon  its  merits. 
Apart  from  these  persons  endeavouring  themselves  to  help  solve 
their  own  housing  troubles  we  are  also  mindful  of  the  purely 
wandering  types,  i.e.  gipsies,  and  it  is  these  who  cause  most 
nuisance.  Many  of  these  appear  to  be  attracted  to  the  area  only 
during  the  Hop  and  Fruit  Picking  Seasons  fortunately,  but  there 
are  a  few  who  have  hopes  on  wintering  here  as  well,  and  it  is  these 
which  require  action,  the  sites  they  choose  usually  being  most  un¬ 
suitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  following  information  relates  to  applications^  received  and 
Licences  granted  in  respect  of  moveable  dwellings  and  sites  : — 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received  during  the  year 

for  Sites  to  be  Licensed  for  use  by  Moveable 

Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  such  Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  Applications  received  during  the  year 

to  station  and  use  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  10 

Number  of  such  Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  3 


Harvest  Camps. 

The  Harvest  Camp  situate  within  the  district  at  Wrotham  Hill 
was  again  in  use  during  1948.  There  is  a  Warden  in  charge  of  the 
Camp  and  it  appears  to  be  run  quite  satisfactorily.  The  campers 
have  tented  accommodation  during  their  short  stay  but  more  solid 
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structures  exist  for  Cookhouse,  Dining-  and  Recreation  Rooms. 
A  mains  supply  of  water  is  laid  on  and  amenities  include  spray 
baths. 

✓  -J 

The  support  and  backing  of  the  Council  during  the  year  under 
review  is  very  much  appreciated  and  does  much  to  lessen  the 
burden  of  the  manifold  problems  presented  in  these  difficult  times. 
I  personally  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  members  of 
the  staff  who  have  contributed  so  much  in  preparing  the  statistics 
for  this  report  as  I  have  not  myself  been  directly  concerned. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C  COLDRICK, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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